
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Ninth Grade IB Summer Assignment

There are many ways to talk about culture in Things Fall Apart, but we want to focus on

understanding key cultural concepts that are crucial to the text’s major themes and plot. Many

of these cultural elements – such as the use of proverbs and storytelling – become themes in

the novel that help us make sense of the text’s larger meaning. Looking at the representation of

Igbo culture provides a productive framework for understanding the other themes that emerge.

It is also important to stress here that Achebe is using artistic license to fictionalize his people

and emphasize certain characters and features in order to develop the plot and specific themes

in the novel. In this respect, the novel cannot be seen as anthropological or ethnographic since

it is a work of fiction.

Directions: After reading the book, answer these questions. Write your answers in multi

paragraph form (for example, since there are 10 topics, you might consider writing one

paragraph for each topic.)

Please reach out to Mrs.Call (shana.call@ocps.net) or Mrs.Drisgill (jacqueline.drisgill@ocps.net)

if you have any questions regarding the assignment.

1. Society and Culture

● Who are the Igbo people? Where do they live? What is their life like? How have their

customs and traditions changed since the 1880s? Since the 1950s?

● What elements of Igbo culture and society are similar to your own? What elements

differ?

2. Destiny and the Role of Chi

● Discuss how chi relates to the ideas of “destiny” and “fate”

● Is Okonkwo at odds with, or at peace with, his chi? Support your answer with examples

from the novel.

3. Colonial Impacts and Postcolonial Considerations

● What are the advantages and disadvantages of colonial education?

● What is the role of the missionaries in the novel?

4. Power, Knowledge, Education, and Religion

● How do the missionaries set the stage for colonial control? Who are the first converts,

and why do these people find Christianity so appealing?

● Discuss how religion and education relate to power in the text.
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5. Psychology, Relationships - Character Study

● What is “characterization?” How are characters created in a text?

● Is Okonkwo a hero? A victim? A villain? Explain.

6. Gender

● What do the terms “patriarchy” and “matriarchy” mean? Give one example of each from

the text.

● What role do women play in this novel? What is life like for Okonkwo’s wives?

7. Background and Context

● What does “diversity” mean in Nigeria as compared to the US?

● What are the official languages of Nigeria? How many languages are spoken throughout

the country?

8. Language and Style

● Fire and drumming are two important symbols in the novel. Choose one of these and

find 3 examples of where it is discussed in the book. Use these examples to interpret the

meaning of that symbol.

● The novel is structured in three parts. What do the divisions reflect about the stages of

life of the protagonist?

9. Conversation and Proverbs

● Choose a proverb that resonated with you. Cite it.

● In your own words, what does it mean?

10. Connections

● Which character could you most relate to?

● Which topic above is the main theme? Explain



Things Fall Apart Rubric

0 1 (20) 2 (40) 3 (60) 4 (80) 5 (100)

Understanding
and

interpretation

● How well does the
student
demonstrate an
understanding of
the text and draw
reasoned
conclusions from
the implications in
it?

● How well are ideas
supported by
references to the
text?

The work
does not
reach
standard .

The response
demonstrates little
understanding of the
literal and figurative
meanings of the text.

The response
demonstrates
some
understanding of
the literal and
figurative
meanings of the
text.

The response
demonstrates an
understanding of the
literal and figurative
meanings of the
text.

The response
demonstrates a
thorough
understanding of
the literal and
figurative
meanings of the
text.

The response
demonstrates a
thorough and
perceptive
understanding of
the literal and
figurative
meanings of the
text.

Focus and
Organization

● How well
organized, coherent
and focused is the
presentation of
ideas?

The work
does not
reach a
standard
described.

Little organization is
apparent in the
presentation of ideas.
No discernable focus
is apparent in the
analysis.

Some
organization is
apparent in the
presentation of
ideas. There is
little focus in the
analysis.

The presentation of
ideas is adequately
organized in a
generally coherent
manner. There is
some focus in the
analysis.

The presentation
of ideas is well
organized and
mostly coherent.
The analysis is
adequately
focused.

The presentation
of ideas is
effectively
organized and
coherent. The
analysis is well
focused.

Language

● How clear, varied
and accurate is the
language?

● How appropriate is
the choice of style
and terminology?
(This  refers to the
student’s use of
elements such as
vocabulary, tone,
sentence structure
and terminology.)

The work
does not
reach a
standard
described.

Language is rarely
clear and appropriate;
there are many errors
in grammar,
vocabulary and
sentence construction.

Language is
sometimes clear
and carefully
chosen;
grammar,
vocabulary and
sentence
construction are
fairly accurate,
although errors
and
inconsistencies
are apparent.

Language is clear
and carefully
chosen, with an
adequate degree of
accuracy in
grammar,
vocabulary and
sentence
construction despite
some lapses.

Language is clear
and carefully
chosen, with a
good degree of
accuracy in
grammar,
vocabulary and
sentence
construction.

Language is very
clear, effective,
carefully chosen
and precise, with
a high degree of
accuracy in
grammar,
vocabulary and
sentence
construction.


